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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE						 	            CONTACT: Veena de Paula
April 28, 2010								             shunyamproductions@yahoo.com
										 	                     978 996 1925



SHUNYAM PRODUCTIONS
presents
FIRST BOSTON YOGA AND CHANT FEST
June 26, 2010
Chinmaya Maruti Temple
1 Union St., Andover, MA 01810

WHAT: Shunyam Productions presents the First Boston Yoga and Chant Fest, the first-of-its-kind event in the whole of New England. Over 800 people are expected to attend.

	A 12-hour extravaganza of chanting with Wah!, Shyamdas, Gaura Vani, Dave Russell, Prajna, Ashara 	and Shubalananda, Indian dance performances, free yoga classes, sacred 	ceremonies (pujas), massage 	and bodywork, meditation, healing sessions, vegetarian food by Bombay Club plus over 45 yoga and 	holistic exhibitors and vendors.


	WHEN: June 26, Saturday from 12 noon to 12 midnight. Doors open at 11.30 AM


	WHERE: Chinmaya Maruti Temple, 1 Union St., Andover, MA 01810

	
	TICKETS: $ 50 until May 10, $ 60 between May 10 and June 25, $ 75 day of event. Group tickets available 	by phone. Tickets can be purchased online at www.shunyamproductions.com or by mailing a check.

	MEALS: Pre-purchased meals (3 different options at $7 each) available at the venue from 12 noon to 10 	pm from Bombay Club. Drinks and desserts will also be available at the venue.



	
	THE FEST CHANT PERFORMERS:

	
	PRAJNA 
	
	Prajna has been a singer most of her life, including performing and recording with the New Age 	singing 	group, On Wings of Song, for many years. However, her kirtan journey began in the ashrams of 	Swami 	Muktananda in 1975. It was there, in a company of hundreds of people coming together to steep 	themselves in the ecstasy of singing the Divine Name, that she found the medicine that she had been 	longing for. The time that she spent in India, both in 1978 and 1990-91, deepened her commitment to her 	spiritual path. In 1995, she received a PhD in Hinduism from Harvard University and published a book on 	the great saint, Anandamayi Ma, entitled Mother of Bliss.

	In 1999, Prajna first chanted with Krishna Das and was deeply moved by his intention to carry his guru, 	Neem Karoli Baba’s, message of love around the world through kirtan. At the first Ecstatic Chant weekend 	at Omega in 2004, Prajna realized that she, too, could transform her personal path into a way of serving 	the Divine. That fall she began the monthly kirtan evenings at her home that grew into the vibrant kirtan 	community that is now based at St. Anne’s Church in Lincoln, MA. Prajna’s CD, “Jai Ma”, was released in 	the summer of 2007 and she has been leading kirtan since then at various venues in New England and the 	Southwest.										www.shaktimata.com

	
	SHUBALANANDA

Shubalananda travels, with his friends, across the eastern United States leading his unique brand of kirtan.  He is an Aghor Sadhu who offers his kirtan as a gift to his highest self as well as the community around him.  For the past 25 years, he has studied kirtan and bhajan with many of India’s great gurus and musicians.  With a voice of experience and a masterful musical skill, Shubal allows his Guru’s Shakti to flow through everyone in the room. His extensive knowledge of world religion, his vast wealth of teaching stories of the Gods and Goddesses, his experiences with the gurus he has known, and his sense of humor, coupled with his guitar and harmonium playing and his powerful voice, create an evening of great spiritual atmosphere. 									            www.shubalananda.com


DAVE RUSSELL

Dave Russell heard and practiced chanting for the first time when Swami Satchidananda opened the Woodstock music festival in 1969. By 1972, Dave led his first kirtans for Satchidananda’s Integral Yoga Institute. He leads ecstatic chanting for yoga studios and retreats, personal growth workshops, health resorts, festivals, and weddings in New England and nationally. He invites us to sing and easily experience the joy of the energizing and healing vibrations of chanting. 		      www.daverussellkirtan.com

GAURA VANI

Gaura Vani’s eclectic style has allowed him to take his songs and message from Krishna temples and yoga studios to a wider range of audiences. In the past year Vani has performed at diverse venues for all types of music fans from backpacked Chicago indie rockers at Lollapalooza to hippies and modern primitives in the Nevada desert at Burning Man to a jubilantly dancing crowd at the Church of the Holy City in Washington, D.C., who had gathered to celebrate President Obama’s inauguration.

This unique recording of World Music perfectly captures the uplifting and energetic atmosphere in which As Kindred Spirits crafts their music. Ancient Indian songs of devotion, with rich ethnic melodies are infused with fresh, Western grooves and modalities, creating tracks that are both hip and inspired.The music of As Kindred Spirits is like a lotus growing from the mud of American materialism. We are the honeybees swarming to drink the nectar of this flower. 				    www.gauravani.com


SHYAMDAS

Shyamdas, an American devotee of Neem Karoli Baba, has been living in India for many years and is a kirtan expert. Devotional practitioner, translator, author and musician, Shyamdas brings the Vedic literature of India and the Bhakti Yoga of Vraja to life in the West. He has written and translated more than 20 books on Bhakti Yoga and the Path of Grace. Shyamdas specializes in classical Dhrupada music and the mystic poets of North India. Shyamdas combines ecstatic kirtan with stories and teachings from India. As a Vedic scholar and a bhakta, he shares the philosophy of non-dual devotion with authority and flair. Shyamdas’ presentations of bhakti teachings are unique, rooted in tradition, and filled with the nectars of devotion.									     www.shyamdas.com


WAH!

Mantra-scene veteran Wah! seems to be halfway between samadhi (union) and ecstasy. Her theme is the oneness of Divine love and eros. Wah! lays down her love dharma in sultry downtempo grooves, throbbing club beats, and spoken-word rap passages. When the groove’s in full gear, she has us right where she wants us: blissed out and deep in the throes of a love that can’t be labeled. Wah! has become a sensation in the yoga world with her spiritual, Eastern-tinged sound.

"My goal is simple. I want to clear my own personal energy and feel lighter when I'm done. I weave the audience into my experience and bring them up with me - have you ever seen the back of the hall during the concerts? - just bouncing, everybody up and down, the whole back of the room pulsating with energy... sometimes it's a rush of bliss, and sometimes it's meditative. I'm not looking for it to be anything in particular. I know what it feels like. I know the energy. I know where I am supposed to go. I just bring people on that path with me and enjoy the music." 					   www.wahmusic.com

THE FEST YOGA TEACHERS:


DAVID VENDETTI	South Boston Yoga		BOSTON, MA		www.southbostonyoga.com

CATHIE RYDER	Yoga Matters			SANDOWN, NH	www.nhyogamatters.com

KAREN KENNEY	Quest Yoga			CHICHESTER, NH	www.questyoga.com

LYNNE BEGIER		Back Bay Yoga			BOSTON, MA		www.backbayyoga.com

CHRIS BELANGER	Whole of the Moon Yoga	PROVIDENCE, RI	www.wholeofthemoonyoga.com

JOHN CALABRIA	Yoga with John		CONCORD, MA	www.yogawithjohn.com

KIM VALERI		The Studio at yogaspirit	S. HAMILTON, MA	www.yogaspiritstudios.com

ROBERTO LIM		Various Studios		NEW ENGLAND	www.somavinyasayoga.net

CHANEL LUCK		Various Studios		NEW ENGLAND	www.cranialwithchanel.com

MARNIE BACON	Dragonfly Yoga Studio	MARSHFIELD, MA	www.emmasdragonflyyogastudio.com

MARGARET CORNACK	Pipal Leaf Yoga	NEEDHAM, MA	www.pipalleafyoga.com


THE PRODUCER:

Shunyam Productions is a professional producer of kirtan (chant) concerts and festivals in New England. Some of the artists they have brought to New England include Deva Premal and Miten, Krishna Das, Jai Uttal, Russill Paul, David Newman and Snatam Kaur. 3 out of their last 4 concerts were sold out. For more information, visit their website at www.shunyamproductions.com


MEDIA INFORMATION

Email address:		shunyamproductions@yahoo.com

Webpage:			www.shunyamproductions.com/media
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